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Pilgrims:  Busted    

an original drama by 

Jay F. Rowland
Comedy.  6 minutes.  

Topics:  Thanksgiving, religious freedom, persecuted church

A somewhat loony tour guide shows a painting of pilgrims in our nation’s Capitol rotunda, a “prayer-free zone.”  The painting comes to life to protect our freedom to pray, but an officer busts them.  Moderate memorization, minimal props, no special lighting.  3 characters:  at least one male.  

Prop list:  pilgrim costume optional, family Bible (or big book), huge cardboard picture frame, cop hat, tour guide name tag and clipboard.      

Check our website for MORE dramas!

Permission to Use Sketches:  

Purchase of this sketch entitles your church and/or nonprofit organization to unlimited use when used as part of your regular church services or non-profit programs.  This use includes photocopying the scripts for each actor in your church or organization only, and performance as often as you like at no additional cost or royalty fee.  Drama sketches are non-transferable between churches or organizations and cannot be resold.  Use of this sketch for fund raising, radio, television, video, film, or commercial purposes is prohibited.  

Copyright © 1998, Jay F. Rowland

For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his personal presence is unimpressive, and his speech is contemptible.”  Such talk won’t survive scrutiny.  What we write when away, we do when present.  We’re the exact same people, absent or present, in letter or in person.   -2 Cor. 10:10-11 NAS, The Message

Pilgrims:  Busted
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(In the near background center stage is a huge picture frame with a human actor as part of the picture--he kneels, holding an open family Bible, and looks skyward.  If additional actors are available, two other men may kneel stage left of the first pilgrim, in various praying postures.  Pilgrim garb is optional.  Suggested minimal props are fan-shaped neck pieces for pilgrims, a small police hat for the Officer, and a big “Tour Guide” name tag for the Guide.  Characters must over-act to maximize the humor.  The Guide speaks to the audience as though they were taking the tour.  Female Guide enters stage right of picture--may hold a brochure or clipboard with crib notes.  She is borderline loony.)  

Guide:
Ladies and gentlemen, girls and boys, welcome to our nation’s Capitol.  While touring Washington, D.C., we ask that you not use any flash photography.  Instead, please spend lots of money on post cards that will junk up your house for the next fifty years.  Okay?  (nervous laugh)  


(gestures around)  This is the Capitol rotunda.  We call it that because it’s big and round.  (laughs at her own joke, pause)  You must laugh with me, or this will be a very long tour.  Okay?  Thanks.  


Yes.  Sir?  (points, acts like listening)  You are right.  This is a big, old painting.  That’s mostly what we have here--lots of marble, and big, old paintings.  So, we’ll just move along.  (starts to walk away, turns back)  “We” means all of us, as a group.  Okay?  (laughs)  


(listens)  Yes, sir, you certainly know your painting!  (points)  This is indeed “The Embarkation of the Pilgrims” by Robert Weir, showing them in their cute, little outfits on the deck of the ship during their journey to America.  (gestures)  See the sail and the mast going up out of sight?  It has hung here since 1843.  It’s both old and big.  (gestures)  The pilgrim with the open book is William Brewster.  Not to be confused with Bruster’s® ice cream.   (laughs)


Yes, the little girl in pink.  (points, listens)  We don’t call it a Bible in the Capitol.  We call it an open book.  (listens)  No, they’re not praying.  We like to think that they’re all looking up at the watchman in the crow’s nest.  Do you know what sound a crow makes?  Caw!  Caw!  Okay?  (laughs)  


(Officer enters stage left of picture.)  

Off.:
(gruff)  Is this little girl asking too many questions?  

Guide:
(thinks)  She’s borderline.  The smartie man was egging her on.  

Off.:
(to audience)  Don’t get the girl in trouble!  I’ll have to give you the elbow!  (demonstrates)  We watch guys like you...(exits stage left or hangs around in the background pointing and grimacing at the audience)  

Guide:
(to Officer)  Thank you.  (laughs, waves, returns to tour)  


Yes, smarty man’s little boy.  (points, listens)  Yes, the Capitol Police does actually stop people from praying.  And yes, we live off your Dad’s taxes.  Except for those people who make money off of sex scandals.  (laughs)  Laugh with me, okay, thanks.  


Yes, Mom in pink.  (points, listens)  Yes, we do have similar pieces of art all over D.C., from the Lincoln Memorial to the Supreme Court.  Most are big, and they are all old.  All of the stone carvings are being updated, and offensive gestures (points to the picture) will be chiseled out.  If you brought your own chisels, you can help.  Okay?  (laughs)  


(listens, then defensive)  What does this have to do with classrooms or street corners?  We’re only talking about the nation’s Capitol.  Not the nation itself.  We have to protect the state from religion.  


(Officer enters stage left of picture.)  

Off.:
(gruff)  Is this pink woman asking the wrong questions?  

Guide:
She’s on the edge.  Her smarty husband was egging her on.  

Off.:
(to audience)  Don’t get the woman in trouble!  What kind of family are you, anyway?!  Buncha sickos!  


(listens)  Yes, the first Chief Justice and many of the founding fathers were Christians.  But they’re dead now.  See what kind of crazy country they set up anyway?!  You people live in a fantasy.  


(to Guide)  My horoscope said I wouldn’t get any rest today!  

Guide:
(shocked, to audience)  Sir, you can’t pray here!  Our Capitol is a prayer-free zone.  (listens, points to painting)  Well, I don’t care if he really is praying.  We like to say he’s just looking up.  Sir, please don’t kneel.  Don’t make a scene.  

Off.:
(moves toward audience)  Okay, man, that’s enough!  You’re busted!  

Will:
(stays in picture, always calm)  Oh, this is ridiculous!  


(Guide looks surprised, as are others in painting.  Officer isn’t.)  

Guide:
Oh, my!  

Off.:
(to painting)  I told you before, pilgrim, don’t sass me!  

Will:
Look, we’ve already had this discussion.  I’m a Christian.  This is a Bible.  I’m praying.   I’ve been praying for hundreds of years.  

Off.:
I’m warnin’ ya!  

Will:
You’re just upset because I beat you in arm wrestling again last night.  

Off.:
Okay, man, that’s enough!  You’re busted!  

Guide:
You can’t arrest our history!    

Off.:
History?!  He’s just one lousy pilgrim.  

Will:
Half my people died making this a promised land of religious freedom!  

Off.:
And he keeps mocking me!  He keeps looking up at the invisible watchman in the scarecrow’s nest!   

Guide:
Caw!  Caw!  (laughs)  Laugh with me, okay?  


(Officer steps one foot into painting, leans in, looks up into painting.)  

Off.:
I don’t see the scarecrow’s nest.  

Will:
I’m praying!  We’re praying for God’s protection.  


(Officer grabs arm of William Brewster and leads him out of painting to stage left as though exiting.)  

Off.:
You’re gonna need God’s protection!  

Guide:
Oh, dear, there goes Thanksgiving!  

Will:
(stops, turns to audience, calmly)  Now that was a lovely party!  An exciting time!  


Yes, pink girl.  (points, listens)  Well, we were celebrating because we were still alive.  And we made friends with some of the Indians.  We were thanking God because we couldn’t have done it without Him.  

(listens)  Yes, I realize I’m quite dead now.  But Thanksgiving isn’t!  I hope my picture reminds our country for many years to come.  Why, even George Washington remembered when he won the revolutionary war.  He made Thanksgiving a national holiday!  

Off.:
George Washington!?  I can’t believe that sissy actually stopped to kneel and pray during a battle.  

Guide:
We have that painting, too, somewhere in D.C.  But I don’t think many people refer to George Washington as a sissy.  

Will:
(walks to guide)  So, you’re saying you think it’s good for our national leaders to talk with God?   

Guide:
You mean pray?  

Off.:
(gestures, upset, staccato)  Looking up!  

Will:
To make sure they are doing what is best for our country, and thanking God for His protection.  

Guide:
Well...(unsure)  I guess that makes sense...

Off.:
(moves between them)  Okay, that’s enough!  Break it up!  You’re disturbing the peace.  Move along now.  

Guide:
This is my tour.  I can talk to the paintings if I like.  And to God!  

Off.:
That’s it!  You’re busted, sister!  (grabs each by an arm and pulls them off stage, quieter)  You know, you’re not very sensitive to my feelings.  

Guide:
Oh, my!  (looks back over shoulder at audience, laughs)  Laugh with me.  Okay?  


(Guide laughs until off stage or lights out)  
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